[Decline in foetal and neonatal mortality in the Netherlands: comparison with other Euro-Peristat countries between 2004 and 2010].
To compare the change in foetal and neonatal mortality in the Netherlands between 2004 and 2010 with the change in other European countries. Descriptive, population-based study. Data from the Euro-Peristat project on foetal and neonatal mortality in European countries were analysed for changes between 2004 and 2010. The Netherlands was compared with 26 other European countries and regions. International differences in registration and policy were taken into account using figures on foetal mortality starting at 28 weeks of pregnancy and neonatal mortality starting at 24 weeks of pregnancy. Foetal mortality in the Netherlands declined by 33%, from 4.3 per 1000 births in 2004 to 2.9 per 1000 births in 2010 while neonatal mortality declined by 21%, from 2.8 per 1000 live births in 2004 to 2.2 per 1000 live births in 2010. Perinatal mortality (the sum of foetal mortality and neonatal mortality) declined by 27%, from 7.0 to 5.1 per 1000. In the European ranking, the Netherlands shifted from 23rd to 13th place for foetal mortality; it remained the same for neonatal mortality (15th of 22 countries) and virtually the same for perinatal mortality (from 15th to 13th of 22 countries). Both foetal mortality at 28+ weeks and neonatal mortality at 24+ weeks declined in the Netherlands between 2004 and 2010. However, the relatively unfavourable position of the Netherlands in the European ranking for foetal and neonatal mortality improved only for foetal mortality. In that respect, the Netherlands holds an average position.